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Seventh Crisis

i MAX LERNER
He din’t mike it,"and 1ow he must know he: never will,
But he lost-by a’ razor-edge margin, which nray lead him-. %3
it leads some others—to believe that history somehow cheated
him out of what was rightfully his, - - ..

Go fight history; Instead Richard Nix
his scarred years, and what“¢KE§ Keap
series of encouriters “with history which &
the last (the Presidentidl piinipai'g‘n}:‘h}hg
decisive one, SRR . B ‘

He calls them 1h his ook his “Sfx Crists” (Doubleday), the
gentle hint being that“a e Whose life . hHY hten a succession
of crises should kiiow How to handle tHe hig"Bational and inter-
national puzzlers, 1f'nly history (ama an Anralctiable electorate)
would entrust them to him. - RS .

¥He wrote the book, I think, in order to be an author: Didn’t
Whittaker Chambers write “Witness™ and John | F. Kennedy
“Profiles in Courage”? He wants to explain himself, aﬁd keep
explaining himself, not just to {ell us how it was but to tell
himself how it was. But what has.so far emerged is -2 prime
case of foot-in-mouth disease. L S

First there was the strange bliginéss of accusing Kénnedy
of campaign 'dishonesty over the A .;’hgjinging on the*<Tuba
invagion, wheré Nixon got,_slapped down $v no less an authority
th¥h Allen Dulles; and where he endsq: )y ,convicting himself
of duplicity t6"the public. Then, in the .midst of this uproar,
there was the gaffe of calling the President a _“carpetbagger.”
{In a California consclous: only of novels about Howard Hughes
and the movie colony, this must have ¥hrown everyone into
confusion.) - .o T e '

Now he has managed to drag Alger Hiss’ old Woodstock
typewriter, which was the focus of a-thousand battles about
his guilt or innocenge, back into’ the news. Only a gehius at
blundering could have put Into his. hook gxactly what the dle-
hard Iiss partisans have becn safing 10r yéars-that the FBI
was in possession of the Idisg tyggwﬁggg%a"good while  before

- it confessed discoveringgif and t:i_'lrlj!;fg:it ﬂgwer to the defense.

After the 1960 campaign, oné of Wixon’s top licutenanfs
told me ruefully that the liberals” had been-exactly wrong on
both counts of their indictment of Nixon. They had called him
a reactionary—which he wasn’t, Arid they had called him a eun-
ning politician—which he also.wasn't; bit a sure and massive
politicial blunderer. I think he wss right."Wiil it prove the final
irony of the whole sequence of ironies in Nixon's career that
@ book intended to show his heroic role in the Hiss case showd
also be the -one to reopen thé case in the minds of even the
convinced, and give Hiss the last taunting line in the tortured ;

n‘Keeps mulling over
coming back-te is a
Vays won-—except
happened to be the

dialogue between the .two..inen? :

- “Neither victim-nor éxecutioner-be,” Camus said. Nixon
‘has triumphantly succeeded ini:being both, He kept at Hiss like
a nemesis character out of Jean Valjean, and probably rightly—
despite the new Woodstock gambit he has given Hiss’s defenders. :
But just when you.think he has his case clinched he snatches :
doubt from the jaws of certainty. He is his own choicest victim,
his own executioner. Those who once regarded him as evil will
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- dentia} defeat as if it meart.he would
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Possibly I am_being unjair to him, but the trouble with
Nixon Is,that he brings out the unadmirable in all his critics, as
well as only the most grudging defense Irom his friends. The
myth that his critics are against him because of his Hiss role

i —a ryth just repeated by Rayinond Moley: ag well as by Nixon—

has come to bore me, and I hope if will be. retired with a pensiom,.
for;old age and enpul, The ,fact is that the only effective thing

Nixon ever did was'in the Hiss case: Everything after that—

the, fund, the. Caracas trip, the, kitchen dgbate, the -ghastly TV.
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shambles—wag only ,pég?etic.;._ g % et
T R T SR e " '
tallk about the. ploseuess, nf s Byost
A : 1d have been s .200d,_as
Kenncdy in the White Hpuse.ﬂ,l‘;cggm;.@haxje.@o.,ggglgﬁ;a,;
‘The whole episode.has almost persuaded me that early Amex cag
patriots were right in thelr conviction of a special providgntls
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- There are some who

W,

eye on America, ’ T R APty
- I shudder also at another hazard..wé missed. There is @
moralizing unction in passages of his book, summing yp in do-it-
yourself fashion. exactly how the reader .too can, meet B8
crises, that makes me reflect on the crisis of tastelessnéss the
nation has so far avoided. Dl T T

_ That he is a scdrred man you cannot doubt The fund fight.
left a deep. scar, and for all the courage and presence of mind
he showed in the Caracas affair, that also left a humillating
scar, and the kitchen debate left one because it didn’t really
lead anyone to class him in the Khrushchev league, and the
TV fiasco left one, and the election left one—to have waited
s0 long and then {o have missed!

But I wonder whether the man who left the deepest scar
was not a man named Eisenhower, whom he reverently holds up

have to revise their estimate. He is only, in a minor but persis- wcrless leader.

tent way, history's fool."
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